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SUMMARY 
 
 Nine years of experience in pharmaceutical research in the field of anti-infectives on various 
compound classes and projects. Employed in PLIVA Research and development since 1999. For the 
purpose of increasing the knowledge and expertise in the field of bacteriology and molecular 
epidemiology I also did one year internship (2001-2002) in Hershey Medical Center, Penn State 
College of Medicine working with Prof. P.C. Appelbaum, the leading authority in the field of new 
anti-infective agents for infections caused by respiratory and anaerobic bacterial pathogens. Within 
PLIVA - Research Institute actively involved in research in microbiology, biochemistry and molecular 
biology for the purpose of developing new anti-infective agents. Since the beginning of 2006 
worked as project leader in the GSK Research Centre Zagreb in the area of drug discovery of new 
antimalarial drugs. The project included the collaboration with US Army, Medicines for Malaria 
Venture and different parts of GSK organisation. Since 2009 employed at School of Medicine as 
scientific associate. Currently working as a team member of on-going projects: FP7 OSTEOGROW 
(involved in pre-clinical testing, toxicology evaluation and regulatory affairs for development of new 
device for bone regeneration) and NSF project Minute for IBD (involved in analysis of gut microbiota 
by next-generation sequencing). Total scientific output: 16 published CC papers (1 review article), 2 
papers in national journals, Citations: 222, h-index 9 (Scopus). Corresponding author on 4 papers, 
1st author on 7 papers; 2nd author on 2 papers; 1 patent; 3 invited lectures, 9 meeting 
communications. 
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2009-  Research associate, Center for translational and clinical research, University of Zagreb 
School of medicine (UZSM). 

2006-2008  Project leader, project New antimalarial macrolides, performed in collaboration with 
Walter Read Army Institute of Research, Washington D.C. and Medicines for Malaria Venture, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

2001-2002 Internship in the research laboratory of Dr. Peter C. Appelbaum Professor of 
Pathology and Director of Clinical Microbiology at The Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, Penn State 
College of Medicine (1 year), training in molecular epidemiology, molecular biology and clinical 
microbiology  

1999 -2006 Researcher microbiologist, PLIVA R&D, Zagreb. Actively involved in microbiology, 
biochemistry and molecular biology research for the purpose of developing new anti-infective and 
anti-inflammatory agents 

1998  Assistant, Laboratory for plan tissue culture, PMF SUZ and Laboratory for plant molecular 
biology, Ruđer Bošković Institute, Zagreb. 

 
 
 
 



 
EDUCATION  

1992-1997 Undergraduate studies, University of Zagreb, Faculty of Science (UZFS)  

1999-2006 Graduate school with major in molecular and cell biology, UZFS, Ph. D. thesis entitled 
“Influence of efflux and ribosomal mutations on Haemophilus influenzae sensitivity to macrolide 
antibiotics“ 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 

1995  Plant tissue culture training (one month), Forest University, Sofia, Bulgaria  

1997  Practical course in Transformation Methods in Transgenic Plants (two weeks)  

2007  GSK - Silver Science Award 

2011  Award for scientific productivity – MEF SUZ 

 

TEACHING 

2011–2014 „Biologically active components in food“, MEF SUZ 

2014         „P4 in medicine“, MEF SUZ 
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