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SUMMARY 

More than 20 years of scientific research experience, nine (2000-2008) in pharmaceutical research 
(PLIVA and GSK) on various compound classes and projects in the anti-infective and anti-inflammatory 
therapeutic areas. Training and expertise in molecular and cellular biology techniques and molecular 
epidemiology. Within PLIVA actively involved in microbiology, biochemistry, molecular biology research 
and assay development in discovery of new anti-infective and anti-inflammatory agents. From 2005 to 
2008 senior scientist and biology coordinator for new antibacterial macrolides in PLIVA and GSK 
Research Centre Zagreb. The project included collaboration with different segments of GSK R&D, 
advancing knowledge in pre-clinical drug development. Since 2009 employed at University of Zagreb 
School of Medicine, currently as research associate, working on collaborative projects with industry 
and academic institutions on evaluation of new compound classes, intercellular communication, host-
pathogen interactions, regenerative medicine, microbiota and translational research. Team member of 
numerous past and several on-going projects: Bilateral project Austria-Croatia, PROBITECT, CERRM. 
Involved in teaching on graduate programme within School of Medicine. Acts as an expert panels’ 
member and vice-chair in evaluation of project proposals for a number of research funding initiatives 
within H2020 framework and national founding agencies of European countries. So far published 37 
international and four Croatian peer-reviewed publications, one book chapter (h-index 14). Actively 
participated at numerous international and national conferences and workshops, held a number of 
invited lectures in Croatia and abroad. Peer reviewer for many distinguished scientific journals. 

 

PROFFESIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2017 –  Research associate 

Center for translational and clinical research, University of Zagreb School of medicine 
(UZSM) Department for intercellular communication 

Major areas of interest include gut and skin microbiota research and its role in 
maintenance of health and disease development; antimicrobial drug resistance and 
drug discovery; bacterial biofilms and intercellular communication; molecular 
epidemiology. Within the MINUTE for IBD project, she was actively involved in the 
project preparation, experimental design, microbiota assessment (DNA isolation and 
NGS protocol optimisation), data analysis, reporting and publication of the project 
results. 

2014 – 2017. Postdoctoral researcher 

 Center for translational and clinical research, University of Zagreb School of medicine 
(UZSM) Department for intercellular communication 

2009 – 2014.  Researcher 
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 University of Zagreb School of Medicine, Center for translational and clinical research, 
Department for intercellular communication  

  

2000 – 2008.  Senior scientist – microbiologist  

 Scientist - biochemist 

 PLIVA, PLIVA research center (from 2006. GSK Research Centre Zagreb) 

Actively involved in microbiology, biochemistry and molecular biology research and 
assay development for testing of new anti-infective and anti-inflammatory agents. 
Responsible for the biological activities on the programme, coordinating both in vitro 
and in vivo investigations, collaborating closely with scientists throughout GSK R&D 
(from UK, USA and Italy). 

1998 – 1999. Qualified associate 

 University of Zagreb Faculty of Science, Department for molecular biology 

Volunteered and worked in plant tissue culture, 2-D gel electrophoresis, isoelectric 
focusing. 

 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 

Ongoing project coordination 

2020 – 2021. Bilateral project Austria-Croatia 2020-2021: Biological profiling of polyoxometalates  

 

Ongoing projects 

2014 – 2022. Scientific Center of Excellence for Reproductive and Regenerative Medicine (CERRM) 
funded by EU regional and cohesion funds through Croatian Ministry of science and 
education 

2020-2023.  PROBITECT Synergistic innovative combination of microbiota components as a basis for 
the development of innovative topical products for the treatment and prevention of 
inflammatory conditions of human skin HAMAG-BICRO, IRI project  

Previous projects 

2014 – 2018. MINUTE for IBD (Assessment of Microbiota, Inflammatory Markers, Nutritional and 
Endocrinological Status in IBD Patients) funded by Croatian science foundation (CSF) 

2016 – 2018.  Newly discovered BMP1 circulating isoforms as biomarkers and therapeutic targets for 
human diseases BMP1 – IsoFor (CSF). 

2014-2020.  University of Zagreb supported projects (seven projects led by Mihaela Perić, PhD) 

2006-2010.   Uloga TSH u modelu osteoporoze i u bolesnica sa smanjenom koštanom masom, MZOŠ 
RH project number 108-1080327-0320, leader prof. Slobodan Vukičević 
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EDUCATION 

2010.  PhD in the field of biochemistry and molecular biology  

University of Zagreb Faculty of Science, thesis: “The new antibiotic class – 4’’-ester 
derivatives of macrolides with quinolone subunit” 

2008.  Master’s Degree in the field of biochemistry and molecular biology 

  University of Zagreb Faculty of Science, thesis "Characterization of clinical isolates of 
Streptococcus pneumoniae and their resistance to macrolide antibiotics" 

1997.  BSc in molecular biology 

University of Zagreb, Faculty of Science, graduated with excellent marks 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 

2011.  Two months at the University of Orléans, France, at CNRS Molecular and Experimental 
Immunology and Neurogenetics with prof. Bernhard Riffel. Research on innate immune 
responses on biofilm-forming Pseudomonas aeruginosa lung infection in mice 

1999.  ICGEB fellowship (1 week) for course participation „RNA Structure and Function“  
Treste, Italy. 

CIES French government fellowship (2 months), with prof. Daniel Hagège at the 
University of Orléans Faculty of Science, developing skills in plant tissue culture and 2-D 
gel electrophoresis. 

1997.  CEEPUS fellowship (1 month), at the University of Katowice, Poland, with prof. Jolanta 
Maluszynska, expanding skills in plant cytogenetics. 

1992-97. The Split city council scholarship for excellent students. 

 

TEACHING 

2011–  Biologically active compounds in food, UZSM, graduate course UZ School of Medicine 

Lectures at Master TBI program, double master of UZ and University of Orleans, France  

1997-2000.  Practical courses in Cell biology, Genetics and Electrophoresis of plant proteins at the 
University of Zagreb Faculty of Science 

1993-1997.  Demonstrator at practical course in Cell biology 

 

STUDENT SUPERVISION 

2020. Marina Kučica, Određivanje antibakterijske aktivnosti derivata itakonske kiseline. University of 
Zagreb Faculty of Pharmacy and Biochemistry, graduate thesis 
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